
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN

OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA,


HELD ON FRIDAY, JULY 22, 2022 AT 12:00 P.M.  
AT THE VIDALIA TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM, 200 VERNON STEVENS BLVD., VIDALIA, LA
The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, met, in special session, at the Vidalia Town Hall meeting room, in Vidalia, Louisiana, on Friday, July 22, 2022,  at 12:00 P.M. 
There were present:  Mayor Buz Craft, Aldermen Jon Betts, Brent Smith, Robert Gardner  and Alderwoman Rosa I. Demby.   
There was absent:  Alderman Tommy Probst.
There were also present:   Piara Wilson, Municipal Clerk.

The meeting was opened by the Mayor with the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance by those present, and the invocation was given by Alderman Betts.
A quorum being present, the Mayor declared the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, to be duly convened, in special session, as the governing authority of said municipality, and opened the meeting for the conduct of business.
Agenda  Item No. 1 was public hearing to amend Ordinance No. 676 and Ordinance No. 692 to increase the compensation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk and Chief of Police of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana.  After announcing Agenda Item No. 1, the Mayor asked for a motion to enter the public hearing.  The motion to enter the public hearing was made by Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.  The Mayor then announced that they were in a public hearing and asked if anyone had any comments or questions.  There being no comments or questions, the Mayor asked for a motion to exit the public hearing.  The motion to exit the public hearing was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderman Smith, and unanimously carried by those present.  The Mayor then proceeded to Agenda Item No. 2.

Agenda Item No. 2 was Board discussion and vote on an Ordinance to amend Ordinance No. 676 and Ordinance No. 692 to increase the compensation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk and Chief of Police of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana.  After announcing Agenda Item No. 2, the Mayor asked for a motion to adopt the Ordinance.  The motion to adopt an Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 676 and Ordinance No. 692 to increase the compensation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk and Chief of Police of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, was made by Alderman Betts, and seconded by Alderman Smith.  The Mayor then asked for a discussion or questions on the motion.  There being no discussion, the Mayor asked for a vote.  The vote was as follows:  YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Smith, Gardner and Alderwoman Demby; NAYS:  NONE; ABSTAINING:  NONE; ABSENT:  Alderman Probst.  Whereupon the Mayor declared the foregoing Ordinance to be adopted this 22nd day of July, 2022, to be effective July 1, 2022.

(A COPY OF THE ORDINANCE IS ATTACHED HERETO AND MADE A PART HEREOF).


Agenda Item No. 3 was adjournment.  The Mayor announced that there was no further business and asked for a motion to adjourn.  A motion to adjourn was made by Alderman Gardner, seconded by Alderwoman Demby, and unanimously carried by those present.

__/s/ Piara Wilson_____________________
          _/s/ Buz Craft_________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK
          BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer

ORDINANCE NO. ____

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO.  676 AND ORDINANCE NO. 692 TO INCREASE THE COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, CLERK, AND CHIEF OF POLICE OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE TOWN OF VIDALIA, LOUISIANA, in regular session, duly convened as the governing authority of said municipality, that:

Section 1.  This proposed Ordinance was previously introduced at the July 12, 2022, Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen; and

Section 2.  After due notice of advertising in the official journal on the 20th day of July, 2022, of both this proposed Ordinance and of the Public Hearing to be held at the Mayor and Board’s Special Meeting on July 22, 2022; and

Section 3.    The Public Hearing held at the Special Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen on July 22, 2022; and

WHEREAS, LSA-R.S. 33:404.1 provides that the Board of Aldermen may, by Ordinance, increase the compensation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk, and Chief of Police; and

WHEREAS, at the June 14, 2022, Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, the Aldermen granted an “ACROSS THE BOARD” 5% salary increase to all employees, to be effective July 1, 2022; and


WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen, at that meeting, resolved to grant a 5% increase to the compensation of the Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk, and Police Chief, to be effective July 1, 2022; and


FURTHER, WHEREAS, to provide, in the enabling Ordinance, that any and all future “ACROSS THE BOARD” salary increases to employees shall automatically apply to the foregoing named four (4) municipal officers.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Vidalia, Louisiana, that the compensation of the current Mayor, Aldermen, Clerk and Police Chief, is hereby increased by 5% per annum; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that  any and all future “ACROSS THE BOARD” percentage increases granted to the Town’s employees shall also apply to the foregoing four (4) municipal employees, automatically, until terminated by Ordinance.

The foregoing Ordinance was read and considered, section by section, and as a whole, and then on motion to adopt by  Alderman Betts, seconded by Alderman Smith, was submitted to a vote, as a whole, and the vote thereon was as follows:


YEAS:  Aldermen Betts, Gardner, Smith and Alderwoman Demby. 

NAYS:   NONE.

ABSTAINING:   NONE.

ABSENT:   Alderman Probst.

WHEREUPON, the foregoing Ordinance was declared to be duly adopted this 22nd day of July, 2022, to be effective July 1, 2022.

_/s/ Piara Wilson______________________

_/s/ Buz Craft________________________
PIARA WILSON, MUNICIPAL CLERK

BUZ CRAFT, MAYOR


